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ENCLASURE 11

27 ey 1949

Gensral Notsa on Soviet Armed Forges

le ARED PURCES - Genersl

Aw during %orld War 11, the Grouand Forees continue to be the
genior and most importent &rm of the Soviet Armed Forees. The
Ground Foroes bore the brunt of the war ond their ompabilities are
fully understood by the Scviets as is not the case with Navel er
Strategic Alr Foroes,

In the spring of 1946, the Jovlets recrgenired the atruocture
of their Armed forces., The Army, inocluding its sir arm, was inte-
groted into s single Ministry of Armed Forces together with the
Havy; the ground, air, sad nsval foroes and the supply organizetion
all beceme de egusl coumponents of the now unified Armed Foroes.
The new organishtion presages an inorsssed importsnee for the Alr
Foroee espeaially, and slso for the Wevy, but it is significant
that the prosent Armed Furces Generel Staff consists almost entirely
of ground foroe off'leers.

FPor senturies, inoluding the World Wer II period, Rusalsn
stratogy was one of atirition - s defensive smtrategy depending on
an initial gembit of ylslded specs, followed by sventusl decisive
sounterstissk, Reorgenizaticn of ths high somuend and the tastical
units of the Soviet Army followlng the war indisabzs thet the offenw
sive is recelving inoreasing emphesia in Soviel strateglo thoughts
A new ground Army orgenised alon; effensive lines, supplesented by
inoreseingly powerful Alr Forees and a Havy strengthened st least
in swsolslized lines, will conforn to the position of hemlspherie
military predoninsnce lntv which the Soviet Unicn moved ss & result
of arld Far IT.

A malient waskness in ihe Araed Poroes cryanization, es now
aonstituted, 1s the lack cf brlance detwean the three services.
In spite of the chenged postewsr strategle situstlen, Frmy Shimidng
dsens destined to shepe Soviet militery iclioy be & prsaier sxtont
thav ciroumgtances now warrant, The foviet nilitery leadors' exe
perienge iives them li%tle beekzround in stretesgic alr war end in
lnrge-gosls naval cperations. In addition vo thls fundasentel
worlmess, two others somo to mind: The morsle of the Suviel soldiers
15 not entirely satisfsctory uow, and is & large factor of potential
woskuess. The cbher weslmess, of dssurse, s the leok of the etealo
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The Yoviet Ground Forces onerged from “orld Yar II as & nass
infantry « artillery army, with proportionately small mobile slements.
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Three and & half years of postewsr recrgenizetion have schisved s
fundamentsl change in ground foroes couposition, with e mush grester
proportion of mobile wnitse Battle-worn snd cbsoleseent equipnent

is belng replaced. Logistioal support, thuugh still one of the
woakest elewents, is being strengthensds An intensive and continu-
ous troining program is ralising professiczel end techniosl séanderds,

Soviet heavy tanks and hesvy mortars have no foreign equal, and
thelr 100wmn antistenk gun is san extrsordinerily eflective piece,
“inge VEwDeay they heve reequipped many of thelr units with moat
modern wespens and have added to their stookplle ss well, In technia
otl equipment, however, the Scviets have meny deficienciss, ineluding
sueh oategories as radsr, optioal instruments, and heavy engineer
esonstruction equipment. It is estimated, huwever, shat within four
to six years thoy will %Ye abls to sclve their sajor developmentel
and preduction problems in ground foree technical equipment.

3. AIlt FORDES

The Alr Foroes of the USSR camprise five cperational air
orgenizations « each of which is apparently independent of the
otherss They are: The Soviet or Military Air Foros, ths Leng
Renge Forece, The Fighter Defense Foree, Ths Navel Alr Ferce, and
The Civil Alr Flest.

Inssmuch a3 the bulk of Buviet alr setivity in World Wer II was
devoted to ground support, it mey ba geld that the Xilitery Air Foros
eompossd of the fifteen Teotiocal Alr Armies and mmbering 10,000
aireraft reprosents the strong sult of Soviet air power. However,
while most of the eparational units are and prodably will oantinue
to be tmotical in neture, present pricrities are being given to the
two "woal~slster" forees of World War I7¢ The Flghter Defense Forge
{2,100 aireraft) sad The long Renge Foroe (1,800 airoraft)s Thess
are being repldly modernized. Ths interceptor fighter foroe has
elready received a sizable number of Jot fighlers mnd ihe longerange
homber forse Ll ovidently being re-qquipped with a Soviet version
of the B=29,

Tho Kevel air Forge 4s en integrsl peri of the Navys GSimilarly
orpanized and employing generslly the asame types of elroraft wnd
squipnent ss the Tastiesl &ir irmies, ihs Fleet Alr ¥oroes may be
congldered, in effaot, ns ocoaptal alr srmies. Limiteticns imposed
by & complete laock of sarriers will keop neval sir unita confined
to shore=based cperations In the foresceable future. In brief, the
Haval Alr Foree will be of litile or no wvalue in lons-renge naval
warlore but should be reasomably effsctive ageinst targets within
eperatlonal reaze of LSoviet=oontrolled siwresn.

Hominally a eivilien alr orfganizaticon, the Tivil sir Fleet
{3,000 nirerslt) is organized sdong militery lines ond is sinilarly
rune In the broadest sense it oontrols all non-militery elrorsft
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in the Soviet Unicn., Its importence steans from the fast that in
tine of war its uniss would provide the airelift required for
sirborne ettask and the normel air transport of men end meterial
inoident to military operations. 4in extensive nodernizstion program
is under way within the Civil Air Fleet.

4, NAVY

The two prinoipal weeknosses ol the Soviat ¥Wavy are traditionsl
subordination to the ground Foross and inherent lask of tachnical
skill, During World Wer II, the Scviet Navy experisnced little com~
bat except in the Artic Coean, the Barents Sem and the White See,
Tharafore, shortage of oombat-experiensed perscmmel is asute.

¥hile the morsle of the Soviet Navy is good and it has i‘cwe,\'dn-
sorters thean either the Ground or Alr Forces, the officer-enlisted
man reletionship still has not been fully ironed cut, The divisicn
of navel personnel into officers and ratings oanly took plase in 1943,
In both setegorlies promotion oontinues to be based mors on politicel
than on professional rellebility. The offloer sorps lacke homogeneity
and does not possess the technioal power whioh exlets in cther majer
navies.

The inferierity complex whiah the Soviet Nevy suffers is evident
evon in the flag renice The admirals in the Scviet ¥avy are not ao-
corded the sams privileges or deferonce na thweir opposite numbers in
the Ground or Alr Forces,.

Teotlioally, ships and small units are well handled et sea but
eperations and’ training are gonerally limited mud do not inolude
large flset or fores maneuvers, The submarine service i3 ccusidsred
the "a)lite” branch of the Sovlet Navy snd comprises the highest type
avkilebls psrsonnel, buk, llke surfese and land units, suffers de~
ficisncy of persenniel in proper employment of modorn weapons and
squlpaent.
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